Rotogram  07/26/18 
Kaitlyn led the pledge, Randy led us in "God Bless America", and Frank led us in prayer (Great to have Frank back from his travels). 
We had 20 members and 2 guests, Kaitlyn and our speaker Paul Smith from Saco Salmon Restoration Alliance (and Saco Sunset Rotary) 
Randy (in absentia) won $35 dollars in the 50:50; Nate volunteered to take the winnings to Randy. 
Important Dates:
August 12: Rotary Cook Out at Peter's house, sign up sheet attached to email with the Rotogram

September 5: Golf Outing with 
September 18:  Zone Assembly in Montreal
Setpember 22: Habitat for Humanity build day

October 30: Paul Harris Dinner at Stonehurst
2020 Rotary International Convention is in Hawaii so start planning ahead. 
Paul Smith Saco Salmon Restoration Alliance and Saco Sunset Rotary

The mission of the Alliance is restoration of the Atlantic Salmon in the Saco River. In late January and early February they plant eggs in salmon habitats that they scout out during warmer weather. They are starting to see some salmon returning around the mouth of the Saco. They also have a hatchery where they raise salmon to release later in Spring. 

They are changing some methodology to follow the lead of Canadian groups who are having better results by catching "teenager" fish on their way to the ocean, letting them winter in hatcheries, then releasing them in the spring. Then the fish take care of breeding on their own and there is no need for egg planting. 
They have found salmon approximately 12 miles up the river so the fish are successfully getting past some of the dams using fish ladders

Saco River Clean Up happens every year on the weekend after Labor Day. Currently they start at the mouth of the Saco and work upstream. Paul would like to enlist Rotary clubs along the course of the Saco to organize a clean ups of their sections of the river. The hope is that ultimately the coastal clean ups and the individual clean ups will result in having the entire river cleaned once a year. 
Announcements
Peter and Nanci have been planning the Paul Harris Dinner - possible dates for The Stonehurst are Tues Oct 30 or Wed Nov 7 (which is the week before the Auction). The club voted to commit to October 30. 

Frank will be making a list of opportunities for International projects. There are endless opportunities but the difficult part is determining which organizations are legitimate and actually accomplish what they purport to accomplish. Because of his work in Africa and other parts of the world, he has experience discerning which projects/organizations are truly accomplishing good things for people. Some possible opportunities include sponsoring well repairs in Zambia for approximately $1000 per well; funding the purchase of sewing machines for a sewing coop where women are earning $3-5 per hour in an area where the average income in $3-5 per day; and meeting basic needs in Haiti. Frank will compile a list to present to the club so we can plan some international projects. 
Kelly reminded us about several upcoming Rotary events. We have the Golf Outing with Kiwamis and the Lions Club at the Wentworth September 5th. Our Rotary Picnic is Sunday August 12 at 2 pm at Peter's house - there is a sign up sheet attached. Habitat for Humanity build day is September 22 at 9 am in Edelweiss. 
Carolyn reminded us that we are making sandwiches for Habitat as an in-meeting/after meeting service project on August 23. 

Nate sent an email to the club and Sheri, Steve, and Mary signed up to be part of the Publicity Committee. Nate requested that members send him photos that we may be able to use for the rack cards or facebook. 

Karen requested ideas for speakers - anything non-political that we think our fellow Rotarians would like to know more about. 

Jim distributed blank membership applications to remind us all to invite new folks to be part of our great organization. Peter reminded us that there is a process for accepting new members: first the application goes to our Membership Committee (Jim), then Jim forwards the application to the board for approval, then the applicant is presented to the club and members have a minimum of 7 days to provide feedback about the prospective member before voting whether to accept them into the club. Once they are voted into the club, they are sworn in as a member. 

Mellanie Shaw's application was approved by the Board at their June meeting, she was presented as an applicant at today's meeting, and Bob plans a vote for our next meeting.  
Harry and Rachel Gulati have a beautiful new daughter, Simran Sophie Gulati. Welcome to Simran! Wow! Two Rotary babies in one summer!
Happy/Sad Dollars
Allen gave a happy dollar because Deb secured the beach mobility device for their upcoming vacation. Unfortunately, the vacation coincides with the Rotary picnic so they will miss the fun. His daughter is in early stages of labor so they are on Baby Z II watch. Our speaker made Allen think of the crazy marine biology students riding iceburgs down the river during his time at UNE. He gave another dollar with thanks to Frank for the leg work investigating international opportunities for service. 
Shauna enjoyed hearing about the Saco clean up opportunities. She was also looking forward to hearing more about international service opportunities from Frank's research. 
Evelyn is back from a family vacation; everyone survived with only a few episodes of real drama. Spending extended time with her Mom made Evelyn realize that she is starting to need more help than she used to so she and her sisters are working on a plan. 
John gave a dollar for the rain. He also shared memories of a past international service project that provided a well for a hospital in South America that also provided water for the town. 
Frank was glad to be home from his work in Africa where he was reminded again that America truly is the greatest country on Earth. His travels make him grateful for our amazing country and the opportunities and blessings that we enjoy. His group is expanding their work, so he may be traveling even more in the future.  He reminded us that we are the ones who will change the world and we need to go out and do it. Every little drop of blessing that we throw into the ocean of need makes an enormous difference. 

Carolyn had a very hot week in Amish country and it was amazing to see how cheerfully the families remain despite discomfort and heat. She was feeling fortunate to be working to provide funding for relief in Haiti. Her grandson turned 18 and they had a great family celebration abd she spent some time with her sister in the Poconos. Carolyn shared a story from her time caring for her mom with Alzheimer's- when Carolyn was away in Florida, the temporary caregiver didn't work out and Carolyn's mom decided to drive herself home hours away. She had taken a wrong turn and was going the opposite direction when a nice police officer pulled her over for driving with no lights and got her home safely. 

Clancy had a week in Tanglewood and will be back again for another week. He has been taking grandkids to camps. He gave another dollar for forgetting his badge. 
Jim was excited about international opportunities for service. He remembered years ago when  the club was involved in a installing a well in a village in Sierra Leon and all the good it did for that people. He gave a dollar with thanks to Carolyn and Charles for faithfully showing up to help set up on Wednesday. Their 3 blueberry bushes have turned into a community banquet and are feeding crows, blue jays, and deer - he and Karen have only gotten a few blueberries but they really don't mind sharing. 

Karen is happy to be going to get a new cover for Jim's truck even though the inside of the truck bed will get wet on the way to the shop. She have a sad dollar for yesterday's special legislative session to manage the new ruling to require retailers to collect sales tax for out of state sales. The session did not go well. 
Peter gave sad dollars because instead of being in ST. Louis this week he is here caring for his dear wife. Sally had been feeling unwell for a bit and finally got to the doctor where she was diagnosed with pericarditis. Sally isn't in danger but feels pretty poorly and will be out of work and unable to travel for a few weeks. Peter is taking care of her along with the old folks and they have cancelled trips and vacations. He was looking forward to having us over for the picnic for a moment of sanity. 
Kelly's dad had carpal tunnel surgery this week after toughing out for over a year. Jess has finals tomorrow but is having a tough time studying because her upstairs neighbors partyi to the wee hours every night. Kelly will be playing in a state softball tournament this weekend even though she hasn't touched a softball since the fall. She also gave a dollar with thanks to Frank for seizing opportunities to do good in the world and with hopes that we can all take his lead and jump into service. 

Randy offered prayers for Sally. He also spun the birthday wheel to celebrate his 64th birthday with $10. Michelle's family has been visiting and they have been sweating it out a little because Uncle Randy didn't put in the air conditioners. He also gave a dollar for scooting out to make it to a closing. 

Charles youngest granddaughter turned 16 and is driving up this weekend to visit so he wanted us all to wish him luck. He was amazed that they are already looking at colleges - he remembers looking at schools during senior year. 
Nate gave a dollar for missing last week's meeting, especially since it seems his name came up a few times. he gave another dollar for our speaker and one more because he'll be on vacation next week. 
Marc gave a dollar for our speaker's Jerry Garcia tie. He gave another for our great crowd this morning. We are blessed to have Frank and Marc was glad to have him back in town. He gave another dollar for his Mom and all she means to him. He and Peter had a great time switching out the road signs so we have beautiful new signs coming into town. They also resisted the temptation to let the trees obscure other groups' signs. 
Steve gave $10 for forgetting to bring a hot dish this morning - even though he rallied with delicious breakfast sandwiches. He and his daughter got to visit his 6 month old granddaughter. He was pleased to learn that NH is in the top 10 for best states to live in, number 1 for lowest percentage living in poverty. Next week he will be in Bethel for a very upstanding Harley rally. 

Katey gave a dollar for missing last week's meeting, another with warm thoughts for Sally, and one more for our speaker.  

Deb gave a dollar with prayers for Sally and for everyone dealing with aging parents. She agrees with Frank that travel to disadvantaged regions of the world instills gratitude for our great country. She had family in town and was especially glad to have her nephew back from his tour in Afghanistan. 
Sheri had a great weekend with friends, even though she had to psych herself up a little to be ready for fun after a long work week. After 2 fun0filled days even the dog was exhausted and slept the entire day on Sunday. She was excited to be getting spray foam done in the building today because that means drywall is close behind! 
Bob gave a dollar with thoughts for Sally. He also gave a dollar with thanks to a Kiwanis friend who helped with Kaitlyn when he had to be in court. He was very happy that Henry the Honda was out of the car hospital after replacing the AC fan that kept causing him to overheat. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:45 am. 

